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SOMERSET PARK HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Registration Number 1998/05649/08 NPC 
Suite 1, 7 Campbell Drive, Umhlanga Rocks, P O Box 233, uMhlanga Rocks, 4320 

Phone:  031 5611371/2, Email:  alisons@attlee.co.za   Website www.somersetpark.co.za 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Date:   16 November 2021 

Time:  6.00pm 

Attendees:  33 Members in Attendance in person or by proxy 

Kirtanya Lutchminarayan (KL) – Technical Support 

Raj Reddy - Auditor 

Alison Shepherd (AS) and Julie Hamman (JH) from Attlee Agency. 

Item Description Action 
 
1.  

 
Notice of Meeting and Welcome 
 
Avilash Aniruth welcomed all present and thanked them for their attendance. 

He confirmed that the notice of the meeting had been circulated to owners via 

email on 18 September 2021 as well as a further notice of the postponement 

to 16 November 2021 due to load shedding.  

 

The notice of meeting and agenda was taken as read and the meeting was 

properly constituted to deal with the matters on the agenda. 

 

 

 
2. 

 
Quorum and Apologies  
  
At 18h07, AS advised that the waiting period of 5 minutes was observed, as 

per the MOI, at which point the members present constituted the quorum 

requirements for the AGM to proceed. 

 

Two apologies were recorded – T Tarky Tozas-Sacso & B Drury. 
 

L Gregory represented PJJ Olivier. 

 

 

 
3. 

 

 
Confirmation of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 21 
October 2020  
 
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 21 October 2020 

were taken as read and approved. This had been circulated to all owners via 

email and also available on the website. There were no matters arising from 

previous minutes. 

Proposed: S Deosaran                                Seconded: P Akkiah 
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4. 

 
Director’s Report  
 
Directors’ reports, form part of minutes: 

DM Moodley delivered the Chairman’s report: 

DM Moodley stating it was his pleasure to present the Chairman’s Report, 
which gives a brief overview of the activities of the Association for the calendar 
year ending 30 June 2021. 
 
The last AGM was held on 21 October 2020, also virtually. 
 
The Directors elected at that meeting were: 

1. DM Moodley  
2. S Lutchminarayan  
3. Avilash Aniruth 
4. Satish Singh  
5. Sanjeen Deosaran  
6. Puven Akkiah 
7. Kreean Govender 

 
At the first Directors’ Meeting after the AGM 
DM Moodley was elected as Chairman and S Lutchminarayan was elected 
Vice-Chairman. 
 
DM Moodley thanked all Directors and was sure that he did so on behalf of all 
the members as well, for their commitment and work they put in to maintain the 
upkeep of the suburb. 
 
Regular Board meetings were held on a monthly basis and sub-committee 
meeting were held as the need arose. In addition, in loco inspections were held, 
where necessary. 
 
The various Directors will report on the portfolios which they are responsible 
for. 
 
Financial Matters:                   S Singh, K Govender 
Administration and Security:   A Aniruth 
Building and Aesthetics:         S. Deosaran, Puven Akkiah  
Green Committee:                  S Lutchminarayan  
 
The term of office of all Directors terminates today, and 6 Directors have offered 
their services for re-election. 
 
It is trusted that you will re-elect them today, and in so doing you will recognise 
their contribution to our community in particular and to our Society. 

 
S Singh commenced the delivery of the Financial Report by wishing all 

members a good evening. 

It has been a challenging year both with collections and abuse of Home Owners 
using prescription for either not paying or members not taking responsibility to 
help the Association financially. 
In the last year we had changes in administrative personnel which seems to be 
working. As the HOA we are now using the Community Scheme Ombud to 
assist the HOA for our collection matters. We have advised our Administrators 
not to entertain members once they are handed over to the Ombud as it seems 
that members abuse the system by contacting our Administrators and then 
make payment terms but never keep to them. 
 
Recently we had some shocking news that the Greenbelt will not be maintained 
by the Parks Department. Unknowingly, we had already sent our Budget and 
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are now probably faced with shortfalls. If we can change our budget, then we 
can avoid any pledges from some members. 
 
Whilst we seem to have forgotten, our recent spate of looting and insecurities, 
we must thank all our members that pledged their support for our security 
during the lockdown. Whilst we may have some pledges that have not been 
fully utilised, as the financial committee, we believe that those funds should be 
used for security and our boundaries should be fenced as well as the green 
belt so that we can control movement in the main access areas. 
 
Lastly, we believe that Somerset Park is a beautiful suburb and in order to 
enhance property values as well as aesthetics, S Singh urged all members to 
pay their membership fees. 
 

A Aniruth delivered the Security Report: 

2020 / 2021 was a relatively quiet year except for the unrest in July 2021.  
During lockdown period, the area was quiet, there were no major incidents. 
We would like to thank the residents who came together to protect each other. 
 
Some of the committee members and residents contributed to the hire of 
security guards that were deployed at all 4 entrances of the suburb. 
 
The Neighborhood Watch and the Home Owners Association identified weak 
spots in the security of the area and are formulating a plan to secure these 
areas. 
 
It is the intention of the Association to pass a special resolution to include 
security as part of the Home Owners Association mandate. 
 
Thank you to the residents who assisted at the time of the unrest. 
 
Now that lockdown regulations have eased there has been an increase in crime 
in other areas, however in Somerset Park, relatively very quiet.  

 

S. Deosaran delivered the Planning and Aesthetics Report: 

S. Deosaran wished a good evening to the chairperson, directors, facilitators, 
and residents of Somerset Park. On behalf of the Planning and Aesthetics 
committee, he had the pleasure of updating members on the events of the past 
year relating to the design code, house rules, plan approvals and transfers 
within Somerset Park. 
 
This year the committee spent a lot of time refreshing and updating the Building 
Design Code and the House Rules. The purpose is to:  

• Remove ambiguity that has caused problems in resolving past issues.  

• Improve the ease of administration and decision making.  

• Provide a clear, modern terms of reference to assist new 
developments and amendments to properties.  

• Ultimately, the purpose is to promote greater harmony for all in 
Somerset Park.  

 
The Building Design Code has been updated with guidelines for Solar Panels 
and Wendy Houses which are aimed to ensure that if these are installed, they 
will harmonise with the aesthetic appeal of Somerset Park. Please do not 
hesitate to contact the Association if there is any doubt. These documents will 
be put forward for adoption later in the meeting.  
 
We have also implemented clear standard operating procedures to manage 
the Association’s consent to transfer (which is mandatory when selling a 
property) to ensure seamless administration and management of plan 
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deviations. This has been operating smoothly these past few months to the 
satisfaction of Buyers and Sellers.  
 
Members may have also noticed a few aesthetic changes happening at the 

entrances of Keynsham and Somerset Drive. The Directors are working on a 

fresh and modern entrance to Somerset Park, and work is more than half 

complete now, so watch this space. 

S Lutchminarayan delivered the Green Committee Report: 
              

Much has been done during the past year, and because of the efforts by our 
Garden Services and home owners alike, the suburb is in a better condition. 
We adjusted the scope of work of the Garden Services to increase the 
frequency of maintaining the verges, roads and entrances. This is now our 
highest expense in the budget. Having completed much of what was required 
in the area, the Association is now focused on the enhancement of the 
entrances with landscaping and new signs. These improvements are sure to 
play an important role in how the suburb is perceived by visitors and potential 
buyers.  
 
The success of the rehabilitation plan does hinge on the extent to which 
members support the Association in the form of the payment of membership 
fees.  
 
Due to the recent unrest and the risk involved, we are exploring the possibility 
of fencing the Green Belt and the public open space, between the Mosque and 
Christ the Church, with controlled access. We are also planning to form a 
committee of volunteers to keep the Green Belt clean and beautiful. Dumping 
is being delt with by the Parks Department. Any resident who witnesses 
dumping of any kind should take photographs of the act and the registration of 
the vehicle so that the Enforcement Officer can act accordingly.  
 
Our communication with the Parks Department is ongoing to maintain the 
Green Belt and the trim the overgrown trees. 
 
Unfortunately, we have just been informed that according to the Base map, 
Somerset Park Greenbelt belongs to Tongaat Hulett and not Municipality Parks 
Department. The manager from Park Department advised us further that all 
complaints and maintenance must be dealt with by Tongaat Hulett and that the 
Parks Department will not be servicing this area in future. 
 
With that shocking news, we are now in the process of getting more clarity on 
the ownership of the Green Belt and the way forward with reference to the 
maintenance of the Green Belt. Please be patient and we will try our best to 
resolve this matter as soon as possible and implement a strategic plan to 
improve and maintain the Green Belt.  
 
Seed ideas for community collaboration. Connect to yourself and others 
in nature. Wellness. A tangible pilot project.  
 
The green belt, accessible from Somerset Drive presents a perfect location, to 
start something together as mentioned above. Old and young will be invited to 
gather on the banks regularly, every month, or as needed, to listen to/offer a 
forest talk, or work on a hands-on project together that will build our 
knowledge/skills and make a difference to our own wellbeing and our 
environment. 
 
A space for enjoyment, learning, sharing, co-creating, and connecting with 
nature. We will co-create, and it will be open to all, planned in a safe, engaging, 
inclusive and accommodating way. An organic initiative that will be volunteer-
driven and will grow according to the needs & offerings of those who engage. 
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We are planning to establish a committee to offer a series of eco forest 
talks/workshops that can be offered freely, to learn more about how we can 
tread more lightly on our planet, and what actions we can take every day, 
together within our homes, in our families and between friends, to contribute to 
the world we live in. Whether it be tackling plastic pollution or food gardens and 
everything in between there is a wealth of intergenerational & professional 
knowledge plus heart intelligence that we collectively possess – there is a lot 
we can create together!  
 
This community initiative aims to be a platform where everyone is equal, 
where talents and knowledge is the currency. 
 
As we learn what each person has to offer, and what people enjoy and need, 
the means will follow through an organic unfolding of something truly magical- 
it all starts with sharing what we know. The options and outputs are endless.  
It’s time to take our individual and collective wellbeing into our own hands, 
and root ourselves in a wholesome and meaningful experience that we can 
enjoy and share together! 
 
Looking forward to your support and cooperation in keeping Somerset Park 
clean & beautiful. 
 

 
5. 

 
Approval of the Audited Financial Statements for the year ending 30 
June 2021  
 
Audited Financial Statements for the year ending 30 June 2021 were 

approved. 

Proposed: K Govender                                      Seconded: A Aniruth 
 

 
Raj 

Reddy 
 
 

 
6. 

 
Noting of the Membership Fee for the Financial Year 
 
S Singh mentioned the annual membership fees had been increased by 9%.  

Membership fee was noted for the financial year as being R607.00. 

 

 

 
7. 

 
Appointment of Auditors for the Year Ending June 2022 
 
The current auditors, C & S Chartered Accountants Inc, were reappointed for 

the year ending June 2022 

Proposed: DM Moodley                                      Seconded: Nikhil Gareeb 
 

 
DM 
 

 
8.  

 
Election of Directors  
 
The current board of Directors made themselves available to be re-elected for 

the forthcoming year besides DM Moodley, and with the additional nomination 

for Wayne du Preez.  

The duly elected Directors were recorded as: 

1. Suren Lutchminarayan  
2. Avilash Aniruth 
3. Satish Singh  
4. Sanjeen Deosaran  
5. Puven Akkiah 
6. Kreean Govender 
7. Wayne du Preez 

 

 
AS 



6 
 

 

All of whom accepted their nominations and were appointed en bloc. 

Suren Lutchminarayan thanked DM Moodley for his invaluable service to 
SPHOA. 
 

 
9.  

 
Confirm the domicilium citandi et executandi of the Association 
 
Domicilium citandi et executandi of the Association unanimously confirmed as 
being the address of Attlee Agency (Pty) Ltd, Suite 1, Corals on Campbell,    
7 Campbell Drive, Umhlanga. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10. 

 
To pass an Ordinary Resolution to approve changes to the Building 
Design Code  
 
The proposed revision of the Building Design Code as circulated with the 
notice of meeting was referred to and put to the vote. 
 
Of the members present or by proxy, the result of the vote was recorded as 
follows: 
 

• 2 Members Against 

• 3 Members Abstained 

• 28 Members For 
 
> 50% in favour of the Ordinary Resolution to approve changes to the Building 

Design Code being required, the Ordinary Resolution to adopt the proposed 

changes to the Building Design code was carried and therefore adopted. 

 
AS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
11. 

 
To pass an Ordinary Resolution to approve changes to the House Rules 
 
The proposed revision of the House Rules as circulated with the notice of 
meeting was referred to and put to the vote. 
 
Of the members present or by proxy, the result of the vote was recorded as 
follows: 

• 1 Members Against 

• 3 Members Abstained 

• 29 Members For 
 
> 50% in favour of the Ordinary Resolution to approve changes to the House 
Rules being required, the Ordinary Resolution to adopt the proposed changes 
to the House Rules was carried and therefore adopted. 
 
 

 
AS 

 
12.  

 
To pass a Special Resolution to approve the establishment of a Safety & 
Security Committee  
 
The proposed establishment of a Safety & Security Committee was put to the 
vote. 
 
Of the members present or by proxy, the result of the vote was recorded as 
follows: 
 

• 2 Members Against 

• 1 Members Abstained 

• 30 Members For 
 

 
AS 
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> 60% in favour of the Special Resolution to approve the establishment of a 
Safety & Security Committee, the Special Resolution to approve the 
establishment of a Safety & Security Committee was therefore passed. 
 

  
Q &As was facilitated by Avilash 
 

• Desi - concerned that Bad Debts current yr. R455k and prior yr.        

R 474k. Levies for a year is average of R602k. That’s about 75% of 

last 2 yr. average of levies. More needs to be done about collections. 

This was noted 

• Heather Cairns - way back in 2005 Green Belt was already declared 

as registered "Public Open Space" by the Parks Dept in Town 

Planning. Directors need to study SPHOA Minutes of that time. 

Puven responded explaining the ownership 

• Duleep Annoop - the green belt is used by people with motorbikes, 

and they are aggressive, they come onto the road at speed and then 

if a vehicle is in their way, they become aggressive and 

confrontational, please help. 

Noted 

• Heather Cairns - why was it necessary to destroy extremely attractive 

tiling features at entrances - especially as there is still a drastic 

shortage of finances? 

Puven explained that this is phase 1 of the revamping of the 

entrances 

• Heather Cairns - how much of this last year's levies are uncollected? 

This was addressed live 

•   Alison was asked when members should be able to expect the  

  minutes of the meeting? 

Meeting minutes will be shared shortly after the meeting  

• J Hiemstra - what is the Home Owner’s Association doing to assist 

owners with the ever-increasing population of vervet monkeys? 

Suren will send a report of research findings to Alison to distribute to 

all. 

• Desi - please advise on the reasons for the exorbitant increases on: 

Admin fees; Bank charges; Garden service, Insurance, Print & 

Stationery, Plan scrutiny, Repairs & Maintenance, Special projects 

and Building Inspection.  The collections need to be improved instead 

of increase levies by about 9% during these challenging times. 

Certain owners are funding this. Delinquent owners need more 

attention. 

Noted 

• Desi - what more initiatives will be taken to address bad debts 

The Finance Directors will address this with Attlee. 

• Sandi and Rob - despite the letter regarding fireworks during Diwali, 

the noise was horrendous. What can the association do to improve 

compliance? 

Deva claimed there is a number to call and that the SPHOA is not 

mandated to act on this. 

• Heather Cairns why are we unable to see "All Questions"? 

Questions were all made visible to participants 

• Kuveshen Kisten - good evening, I have a question but not sue if this 

forum is the correct place. What is the process of getting a speed 

bump installed between Somerset Drive and Umhlanga Rocks Drive 

as people are speeding? 

To be investigated. 
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• SH Moonsamy - in the interest of transparency and alignment to good 

governance can we please ensure that in future when budgets are 

submitted for approval, major variances are adequately explained. 

Noted 

• Bridgette Noome - what can we do about the trees that are falling? 

We had one that fell yesterday and hit our complex. We are worried 

about 3 others that are dangerously close to our complex. 

Concerns to be placed in writing to Attlee 

• Heather Cairns - when will these reports being given be available to 

residents as "hard/printed copy"? 

Alison stated that the reports will be included in the minutes 

 
13. 

 
Closure 
 

There being no further business to discuss S Lutchminarayan declared the 
meeting closed at 19h03. 
 
A vote of thanks was expressed to all present for their attendance at the 
meeting. 
 

A vote of thanks to Kirtanya Lutchminarayan for her technical support, Raj 
Reddy, the HOA Auditor and Alison Shepherd & Julie Hamman from Attlee 
Agency for their assistance with the smooth deliverance of the meeting. 
                                                                                                                                            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________   ___________________________ 
                      Chairman             Date 


